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President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the emergency declared
with respect to significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia is to
continue in effect for 1 year beyond Oc-
tober 21, 1999.

The circumstances that led to the
declaration on October 21, 1995, of a na-
tional emergency have not been re-
solved. The actions of significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States and to cause unpar-
alleled violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force the
broad authorities necessary to main-
tain economic pressure on significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United
States and by depriving them of access
to the United States market and finan-
cial system.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, October 19, 1999.

———
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:19 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
to the following bills and joint resolu-
tion, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.J. Res. 71. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2000, and for other purposes.

H.R. 462. An act to clarify that govern-
mental pension plans of the possessions of
the United States shall be treated in the
same manner as State pension plans for pur-
poses of the limitation on the State income
taxation of pension income.

H.R. 795. An act to provide for the settle-
ment of the water rights claims of the Chip-
pewa Cree Tribe of the Rocky Boy’s Reserva-
tion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2140. An act to improve protection and
management of the Chattahoochee River Na-
tional Recreation Area in the State of Geor-
gia.

H.R. 2821. An act to amend the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act to pro-
vide for appointment of 2 additional mem-
bers of the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Council.

H.R. 2886. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide that an
adopted alien who is less than 18 years of age
may be considered a child under such Act if
adopted with or after a sibling who is a child
under such Act.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 196. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
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for the presentation of the Congressional
Gold Medal to President and Mrs. Gerald R.
Ford.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the amend-
ments of the Senate to the bill, H.R.
659, to authorize appropriations for the
protection of Paoli and Brandywine
Battlefields in Pennsylvania, to direct
the National Park Service to conduct a
special resource study of Paoli and
Brandywine Battlefields, to authorize
the Valley Forge Museum of the Amer-
ican Revolution at Valley Forge Na-
tional Historic Park, and for other pur-
poses.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

A message from the House of Rep-
resentatives announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 71. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2000, and for other purposes.

The enrolled joint resolution was
signed subsequently by the President
pro tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

At 6:21 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Berry, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1180. An act to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to expand the availability of
health care coverage for working individuals
with disabilities, to establish a Ticket to
Work and Self-Sufficiency Program in the
Social Security Administration to provide
such individuals with meaningful opportuni-
ties to work, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Clerk of the House is directed to return
to the Senate the bill (S. 331) to amend
the Social Security Act to expand the
availability of health care coverage for
working individuals with disabilities,
to establish a Ticket to Work and Self-
Sufficiency Program in the Social Se-
curity Administration to provide such
individuals with meaningful opportuni-
ties to work, and for other purposes, in
compliance with a request of the Sen-
ate for the return thereof.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message further announced that
the Speaker has signed the following
enrolled bill:

H.R. 659. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the protection of Paoli and Brandy-
wine Battlefields in Pennsylvania, to direct
the National Park Service to conduct a spe-
cial resource study of Paoli and Brandywine
Battlefields, to authorize the Valley Forge
Museum of the American Revolution at Val-
ley Forge National Historical Park, and for
other purposes.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 462. An act to clarify that govern-
mental pension plans of the possessions of
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the United States shall be treated in the
same manner as State pension plans for pur-
poses of the limitation on the State income
taxation of pension income; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

H.R. 795. An act to provide for the settle-
ment of the water rights claims of the Chip-
pewa Cree Tribe of the Rocky Boy’s Reserva-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

H.R. 2821. An act to amend the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act to pro-
vide for appointment of 2 additional mem-
bers of the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Council; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

H.R. 2886. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide that an
adopted alien who is less than 18 years of age
may be considered a child under such Act if
adopted with or after a sibling who is a child
under such Act; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

The following concurrent resolution
was read and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 196. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
for the presentation of the Congressional
Gold Medal to President and Mrs. Gerald R.
Ford; to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-5679. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Boeing Model 747
Series Airplanes; Docket No. 99-NM-277 (10-4/
10-7) (RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0382), received
October 7, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5680. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Boeing Model 727
Series Airplanes; Docket No. 98-NM-378 (10-4/
10-7) (RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0383), received
October 7, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5681. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Model
A330-301, and Model A340-211, -212, -311, and
-312 Series Airplanes; Docket No. 99-NM-119
(10-1/10-4)” (RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0377), re-
ceived October 12, 1999; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5682. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Empresa
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. Model EMB-
145 Series Airplanes; Request for Comments;
Docket No. 99-NM-198 (10-1/10-4) (RIN2120—
AA64) (1999-0376), received October 12, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
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EC-5683. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Short Brothers
SD3-30, SD3-60, SD3-SHERPA, and SD3-60
SHERPA Series Airplanes; Docket No. 99—
NM-29 (1-1/10-4)” (RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0375),
received October 12, 1999; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5684. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Fokker Model
F.28 Mark 0070 and Mark 0100 Series Air-
planes; Docket No. 98-NM-346 (-28/10-4)"
(RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0373), received October
12, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5685. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Airworthiness Directives; Allied Signal,
Inc. TFE731 Series Turbofan Engines; Docket
No. 97-ANE-51 (9-29/10-4)” (RIN2120-AA64)
(1999-0374), received October 12, 1999; to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
EC-5686. A communication from the Pro-

gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
France Model SA-360C, SA-365C, and C1, and
C2 Helicopters; Request for Comments;
Docket No. 99-SW-15 (10-4/10-7)” (RIN2120-
AA64) (1999-0380), received October 7, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5687. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
France Model EC120B Helicopters; Request
for Comments; Docket No. 99-SW-53 (10-4/10-
7 (RIN2120-A A64) (1999-0381), received Octo-
ber 7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5688. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Airworthiness Directives; MD Helicopters,
Inc. Model 369D, 369E, 369FF, 500N and 600N
Helicopters; Docket No. 98-SW-80 (9-30/10-4)"’
(RIN2120-AA64) (1999-0378), received October
12, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5689. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Airworthiness Directives; Burkhart Grob
Luft-Und Raumfahrt GmbH and CO KG Mod-
els G103 TWIN II and G103A TWIN II ACRO
Sailplanes; Request for Comments; Docket
No. 99-CE-68 (9-29/10-4)” (RIN2120-AA64)
(1999-0379), received October 12, 1999; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5690. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
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suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Class D Airspace; Bullhead City, AZ; Direct
Final Rule; Confirmation of Effective Date;
Docket No. 99-AWP-8 (9-20/10-4)” (RIN2120-
AA66) (1999-0320), received October 12, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5691. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Amendment to Class E Airspace;
Moundsville, WV: Docket No. 99-AEA-11 (9-
29/10-4) (RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0319), received
October 12, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5692. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Amendment to Class E Airspace; Kansas
City, MO; Correction; Docket No. 99-ACE-34
(10-4/10-7) (RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0334), re-
ceived October 12, 1999; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5693. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Georgetown,
TX; Direct Final Rule; Request for Com-
ments; Docket No. 99-ASW-18 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0326), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5694. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Mineral
Wells, TX; Direct Final Rule; Request for
Comments; Docket No. 99-ASW-20 (10-5/10-
7" (RIN2120-A A66) (1999-0325), received Octo-
ber 7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5695. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Falfarrias,
TX; Direct Final Rule; Request for Com-
ments; Docket No. 99-ASW-21 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA660 (1999-0323), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5696. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Alice, TX; Di-
rect Final Rule; Request for Comments;
Docket No. 99-ASW-23 (10-5/10-7)" (RIN2120-
AA66) (1999-0324), received October 7, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5697. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Corpus Chris-
ti, TX; Direct Final Rule; Request for Com-
ments; Docket No. 99-ASW-22 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0322), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5698. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
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Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revision of Class E Airspace; Raton, NM;
Direct Final Rule; Request for Comments;
Docket No. 99-ASW-11 (9-23/9-30)” (RIN2120—
AA66) (1999-0317), received October 12, 1999; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5699. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Revision of Class E Airspace; Perry, OK; Di-
rect Final Rule; Confirmation of Effective
Date; Docket No. 99-ASW-15 (9-29/10-4)”
(2120-AA66) (1999-0321), received October 12,
1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5700. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Modification of Class E Airspace; Cable
Union, WI; Docket No. 99-AGL-41 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0332), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5701. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Modification of Class E Airspace; Hayward,
WI; Docket No. 99-AGL-40 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0331), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5702. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Modification of Class E Airspace; Belleville,
IL; Docket No. 99-AGL-39 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0333), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5703. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Hstablishment of Class E Airspace; St. Mi-
chael, AK; Docket No. 99-AAL-10 (10-5/10-7)"
(RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0330), received October
7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5704. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Hstablishment of Class E Airspace;
Kalskag, AK; Docket No. 99-AAL-14 (10-6/10—
7’ (RIN2120-A A66) (1999-0327), received Octo-
ber 7, 1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5705. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Hstablishment of Class E Airspace; Moun-
tain Village, AK; Docket No. 99-AAL-9 (10-5/
10-7) (RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0329), received
October 7, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5706. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
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‘“‘Hstablishment of Class E Airspace; Aniak,
AK and St. Mary’s, AK; Docket No. 99-AAT.—
7 (10-5/10-7)” (RIN2120-AA66) (1999-0328), re-
ceived October 7, 1999; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JEFFORDS, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 976. A bill to amend title V of the Public
Health Service Act to focus the authority of
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration on community-
based services children and adolescents, to
enhance flexibility and accountability, to es-
tablish programs for youth treatment, and
to respond to crises, especially those related
to children and violence (Rept. No. 106-196).

——————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF A
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of a
committee were submitted:

By Mr. CHAFEE, for the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works:

Gerald V. Poje, of Virginia, to be a member
of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investiga-
tion Board for a term of five years. (Re-
appointment)

Skila Harris, of Kentucky, to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Tennessee
Valley Authority for a term expiring May 18,
2008.

Glenn L. McCullough, Jr., of Mississippi, to
be a member of the Board of Directors of the
Tennessee Valley Authority for the remain-
der of the term expiring May 18, 2005.

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed, subject to the nomi-
nees’ commitment to respond to re-
quests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Sen-
ate.)

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BENNETT (for himself, Mr.
BURNS, and Mr. MCCONNELL):

S. 1747. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to exclude certain
Internet communications from the definition
of expenditure; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
TORRICELLI, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 1748. A bill to amend chapter 87 of title
28, United States Code, to authorize a judge
to whom a case is transferred to retain juris-
diction over certain multidistrict litigation
cases for trial; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. CRAPO:

S. 1749. A bill to require the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs to issue revised regula-
tions relating to dietary supplement label-
ing, to amend the Federal Trade Commission
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Act to provide that certain types of adver-
tisements for dietary supplements are prop-
er, and for other purposes; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
By Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. KOHL):

S. 1750. A Dbill to reduce the incidence of
child abuse and neglect, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 1751. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to modify report-
ing requirements and increase contribution
limits, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
KoHL, Mr. TORRICELLI, and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. Res. 205. A resolution designating the
week of each November in which the holiday
of Thanksgiving is observed as ‘‘National
Family Week’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr.
LorT, Mr. HELMS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
ALLARD, Mr. KYL, Mr. THURMOND, and
Mr. HUTCHINSON):

S. Con. Res. 61. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
a continued United States security presence
in Panama and a review of the contract bid-
ding process for the Balboa and Cristobal
port facilities on each end of the Panama
Canal; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BENNETT (for himself,
Mr. BURNS, and Mr. McCON-
NELL):

S. 1747. A bill to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to ex-
clude certain Internet communications
from the definition of expenditure; to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

INTERNET FREEDOM PROTECTION ACT

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 1747

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Internet
Freedom Protection Act’.

SEC. 2. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN INTERNET COM-
MUNICATIONS FROM DEFINITION OF
EXPENDITURE.

Section 301(9)(B) of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 431(9)(B)) is
amended—

(1) in clause (ix), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(2) in clause (x), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(xi) any communication or dissemination
of material through the Internet (including
electronic mail, chat rooms, and message
boards) by any individual, if such material—

‘(D) is not a paid advertisement;

‘(IT) does not solicit funds for, or on behalf
of, a candidate or political committee;

“(III) is disseminated for the purpose of
communicating or disseminating the opinion
of such individual (including an endorse-
ment) regarding a political issue or can-
didate; and

“(IV) is not communicated or disseminated
by any individual that receives payment or
any other form of compensation for such
communication or dissemination.”.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr.

LEAHY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
KoHL, Mr. TORRICELLI, and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. 1748. A Dbill to amend chapter 87 of
title 28, United States Code, to author-
ize a judge to whom a case is trans-
ferred to retain jurisdiction over cer-
tain multidistrict litigation cases for
trial; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

MULTIDISTRICT JURISDICTION ACT OF 1999

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am in-
troducing today a bill entitled the
“Multidistrict Jurisdiction Act of
1999.”” This bill would restore a 30-year-
old practice under which a single court,
to which several actions with common
issues of fact were transferred for pre-
trial proceedings, could retain the
multidistrict actions for trial.

This bill is necessary to correct a
statutory deficiency pointed out by the
Supreme Court in Lerecon v. Milbert
Weiss Bershad Hynes & Lerach, 523 U.S.
26 (1997). It is an important bill for ju-
dicial efficiency and for encouraging
settlements of multidistrict cases. And
I am pleased that the Judicial Con-
ference and the Multidistrict Litiga-
tion Panel support this bill. Moreover,
I am pleased that this is a bipartisan
bill with Senators LEAHY, GRASSLEY,
TORRICELLI, KOHL, and SCHUMER as CoO-
sponsors.

Section 1407(a) of title 28, United
States Code, authorizes the Multidis-
trict Litigation Panel to transfer civil
actions with common questions of fact
““to any district for coordinated or con-
solidated pretrial proceedings.”” It also
requires the Panel, on or before the
conclusion of such ©pretrial pro-
ceedings, to remand any such actions
to the district courts in which they
were filed. However, for the 30 years
prior to the Lexecon decision, federal
courts followed the practice of allow-
ing the single transferee court, upon
the conclusion of pretrial proceedings,
to transfer all of the actions to itself
under the general venue provisions
contained in 28 U.S.C. §1404. This had
the practical advantage of allowing the
single transferee court to retain for
trial the multiple actions for which it
had conducted pretrial proceedings.
This greatly enhanced judicial -effi-
ciency and encouraged settlements.
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